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i ’ve just tasted the most expensive 
New Zealand wine ever made. 
Destiny Bay 2008 Magna Praemia has 

a retail price of $330. 
It’s a red wine blended from four 

varieties: cabernet sauvignon, merlot, 
cabernet franc and malbec. Based on 
Waiheke Island, Destiny Bay is a winery 
owned and run by an American family, 
Mike and Ann Spratt and their son Sean. 
Magna Praemia is their most expensive 

label. They have two other red wines, 
the cheapest of which has a retail 

price of $100. Is it good? Yes, the 
wine is terrific. I gave it a 

rating of 96 points. 
Is it worth it? That’s 

hard to say. It’s a wine 
for investors and 
collectors. I don’t 

fall into either 
category. Magna 
Praemia is made 
in tiny quantities 
and will certainly 
improve with 
age, therefore 

it’s likely to 
increase in value 
as it becomes even 

better and scarcer. 
You can buy it at  

a discounted price by joining the Destiny Bay 
Patron Club on their website destinybay.com.

According to my records I’ve tasted 
10 New Zealand wines, in addition to the 
Destiny Bay trio, with a price tag over $100.

Five are from Hawke’s Bay (Church 
Road Tom, $150; Clearview Endeavour 
Chardonnay, $140; Esk Valley The Terraces, 
$130; Mission Huchet Syrah, $120; and 
Trinity Hill Homage Syrah, $120), two are 
from Waiheke Island (Stonyridge Larose, 
$110, and Mudbrick Velvet, $105) while the 
remaining three are from Martinborough 
(Martinborough Vineyards, Marie Zelie 
Pinot Noir, $180), Waipara (Mountford The 
Rise Pinot Noir, $160) and Central Otago 
(Amisfield Rocky Knoll Pinot Noir, $110). 

Peregrine 2009 Pinnacle Pinot Noir 
wasn’t on my list although it sells for 
$175. I’m sure there are others. 

Trophy wines are, for most people,  
a source of fascination. I’ll probably 
never drive a Lamborghini, but that 
doesn’t stop me ogling one when it 
drives past or reading about the latest 
model in car magazines. 

Our priciest wines may look expensive 
but they represent petty cash when 
compared to the world’s most expensive 
bottles. The current record is held by 
a bottle of 1787 Chateau Lafite which 
fetched a staggering $300,000 (the price of 
a Lamborghini) at auction some years ago. 

The buyer later discovered the wine was 
a fake and successfully sued to have the 
purchase price refunded. 

Destiny Bay 2008 Magna Praemia is 
definitely a better buy. It probably tastes 
better, it’s the real thing and you can buy 
nearly 1000 bottles for the same price as 
the wine that’s still in the record books. •

Trophy wines are, for 
most people, a source of 
fascination

A bArgAin bottle
Pegasus bay 2010 Merlot 
Cabernet, Waipara, $28.95
Chewy, fleshy red with plum, 
dark berry, chocolate/mocha and 
nutty oak flavours. Deliciously 
accessible red that I find very 
appealing. Great value at this 
price. Good now but no rush.

reAssuringly exPensive
Destiny bay 2008 Magna Praemia, 

Waiheke island, $330
A blend of cabernet sauvignon, 
merlot, cabernet franc and 
malbec made using a “no 
expense spared” approach 
in the vineyard and winery. 
Complex, silken-textured red 
that, with careful storage, 
should cellar for at 
least 20 years. A wine 
for investors and 
collectors. 

AfforDAble quAlity
Mills reef 2009 elspeth 
Cabernet Merlot, Hawke’s 
bay, $45
Terrific wine from a top 
vintage. Bright berry flavours 

that remain fresh and strong 
after a couple of years 
in the bottle. Beautifully 
balanced wine with power 
and poise. Should cellar for 

trophy
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